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AVING an Invitation to viſit the Pri- 
ſoners in the New Goal, Southwark, wha 
were going to take their Trials at King- 
flon Aſſizes, I preached to them two 
Sermons ; the firſt from Luke xv.7. I ſay unto you, that 
likewiſe Foy ſhall be in Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine juſt Perſons which need no 
Repentance. The ſecond from Iſa. xxxiii. 22. For 
the Lord is our Fudge, the Lord is our Law-giver, the 
Lord is our King ; he will ſave us. I have great Rea- 
ſon to believe that preaching from the latter, was, 
through the Bleſſing of God, of great Uſe to James 

 Hhite and his Brother, who ſeemed much affected. 
And, after Sentence of Death was paſſed on them, 
they expreſſed ſome Joy in being brought back to the 
ſame Priſon, that they might have an Opportunity of 
hearing and converſing with me. 


3 


. 9 
1 os rs 
1 mw 
+: ab Et 


2 


6 5 * 
AIC IS.” a I at * 
* 8 CO Se 


As ſoon as I heard they were come to the Goal 

= again, I pay'd them them another Viſit, and found 
=] they were exceeding ignorant of God, Chriſt, and 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, having, as 
they ſaid, never learnt to read. I aſked them what 
they thought of the Sentence paſſed on them ? 
They replied, It was juſt; for they had ſinned a- 
A 2 gainſt 
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gainſt God and Man. I aſked them how they came 


to commit ſo ſhocking a Crime? They replied, 


They were led into it by John Pyto, who turn 
ed Evidence againſt them. He ( the Evidence ) 
told them, he had committed ſeveral Robberies in 
and about London; that they might ſoon get a great 
deal of Money, and how eaſily they might — N 
mer Vencent. In order to proſecute their Deſign, 


they were both made very drunk; and each of them 


engaged to drink Damnation to the Man that diſ- 
covered, or offer'd to commit Murder ; but that 
they prepared Cords to tie the Farmer, which was 
all they intended to do. They did not reflect ſo 
much upon the Evidence, as to evade the Guilt of 
the Crime from themſelves, but ſaid they ſuffered 


vhat they juſtly deſerved. I then endeavoured to 


ſet before them, as they were now under a tempo- 
ral Condemnation in Regard to their Bodies, having 
broken the Laws of the Fo that their Souls were 
alſo under a ſpiritual Condemnation for breaking 
the Laws of God: and as they had been ſtanding 
before an earthly Judge, receiving a Sentence that 
muſt be ſhocking to Nate; ſo they muſt ſhortly 
ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, there to 


receive a Sentence according to the Deeds done in 
the Body. I alſo endeavoured to ſhew them, that 


they were Sinners by Nature, as well as Practice; 


that all their aCtual Sins proceeded from that cor- 


rupt Fountain of original Pollution; and, if they 

died in the State they were then in, without Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
their Souls muſt periſh everlaſtingly ; for that no 


_ unclean Thing could enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven : But if they were made feelingly ſenſible 
of their Sins, ſo as to be weary and heavy laden, 
| that 
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that Chriſt's Arms of Mercy were already open to - 


receive them; that, if they were loſt and undone, 
he would become their Spepherd to ſeek and to fave 
them ; and Angels would rejoice in Heaven at their 
Converſion. They ſeemed to be greatly affected; 
acknowledged they were miſerable Sinners ; and 
hoped the — would give them Repentance and 
Pardon of Sin. We then ſung the following 
Hymn: f 3 


1 O thou that hear fl, when Sinners cry, 
Tha" all our Crimes before thee lie, 
Behold them not with angry Look, 

But blot their Mem'ry from thy Book. 


2 Create our Nature pure within, 
And form our Souls averſe to Sin; 
Let thy good Spirit ne er 1 
Nor hide thy Preſence from our Heart. 


3 Tho we have griev'd thy Spirit, Lord, 
His Help and Comfort now afford; 
Me, Wretches, bow before thy Throne, 
And plead the Merits of thy Son. 


4 Our Souls lies humbled in the Duſt, 
We own the dreadful Sentence juſt ; 
Look down, O Lord, with pitying Eye, 
And ſave the Souls condemn'd to die. 


I pray'd with them earneſtly, beſeeching the Lord 
that he would vouchſafe to give them Repentance 


unto Life, and a true Senſe of the Forgiveneſs of 


Sin. 


The 
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The next Time I viſited them, I had the great- 
eſt Reaſon to believe the Spirit of God had now ef- 
ſectually convinced them of Sin; for they declared, 

before Cveral preſent, that they felt themſelves loſt, 
miſerable, periſhing Creatures, and that they juſtly 
deſerved God's Wrath and everlaſting Condemas. 
tion for their Sins ; that Sin was now a great Bur- 
then to them; that they abhorred it with a perfect 
Hatred. I thought this a proper Opportunity to 
explain to them the Nature of Chriſt's Coming in- 
to the World, that it was to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, to ſave periſhing Sinners from the Guilt 
and Power of their Sin ; that he would bind up 
their brokenHearts, and preach Deliverance to their 
captive Souls; that his precious Boo was ready 
to cleanſe them from all Sin, and the ſpotleis Robe 
of his Righteouſneſs prepared to cover their naked 
Souls. They appeared to be aitoniſhed at the glad 
News of ſo great a Salvation; and ſaid, they great- 
ly defired and hoped the Lord would beſtow ſuch 
— Bleſſings upon them. I exhorted them to 
ervent Prayer, and aſſured them, thoſe invaluable 
Bleſſings, purchaſed by the Death of Chriſt, would, 
if they earneſtly ſought after them, be manifeſted, 

by the Holy Spirit, to their Souls: From this Time 

I found the Lord ually breaking in upon them, 
with Light, Life, Peace, and divine Conſolation ; - ſo 
they could now ſa y, 7 believe, Lord, help thou my Un- 
beließ e Thus they were enabled to throw themſelves 
into the Arms of Chriſt's Mercy, to venture their 
Souls upon him for Life and Salvation; and, if they 
periſhed, they were content to periſh at his Feet! 
I aſked them what they thought of Death ? They 
anſwered, They were not afraid of dying; for hoy 
1 g | believe 7 


173 
believed, after Death, they ſhould be received ints 
the Kingdom of Glory. I then added, ſome Per- 
ſons mig it look upon it as a reſolute Hardineſs in theit 
out-braving Death in ſuch a Manner? They re- 
plied, They felt Peace in their Conſcience, and 
ſuch Comfort that they never knew before, which, 
they believed, flow'd from a Senſe of Chriſt's Love 
to them. From this Time, I had Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the ſpiritual Life increaſed, and that they 
were daily ripening for Glory. 


Being informed the Reverend Mr. R. had 

paid them a Viſit, I aſked them, if they knew what 
he had taid to them? They anſwered, He enqui- 
red if they had a full Aſſurance of going to Heaven 
after Death, or Words to the ſamePurport? They ad- 
ded, This they could not confidently affirm, but ho- 
ped and believed they ſhould obtain Salvation thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt. I endeavoured to prove to them, that 
the full Aſſurance of Faith, and conſequently of an 
Admittance into the Kingdom of Glory after Death, 
was the Privilege of all true Believers ; and, if nd 
were deprived of it, it was through their Unbelief ; 
They ſaid, they would earneſtly pray unto the Lord 
for this Aſſurance. Which I have Reaſon to be- 
| lieve they did, being informed by ſome of the other 
Priſoners, who ſaid they heard them crying unto the 
Lord, by Prayer and Supplication, moſt Part of the 
Nights. And we may juſtly believe the Lord heard 
and remarkably anſwered their Prayers, and gave 
them a triumphant Victory over Death, Hell, and 
the Grave. 25 | | | 


One Lime, I, having the Happineſs to be pre- 
ſent, when the Reverend Mr. R came " ſee 
| : » them, 
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them, was greatly delighted to hear what a moving 
Exhortation he gave them; and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe it confirmed thoſe divine Truths I fo often 
preſſed on them, which was then beautifully obſer- 
ved, that out of the Mouth of two Witneſſes, this 
Doctrine was more ſtrongly confirmed, and to be 
relied on. They declared in his Preſence, as be- 
fore, they felt themſelves loſt and undone Sinners, 
_ juſtly deſerving God's Wrath and everlaſting Dam- 
nation; but believed that God, for Chriſt's ſake, 
| had pardoned their Sins; that they truſted in his 

Blood and Merits alone for Salvation. 


The nearer they came to the Day of Execution, 
I found them the more calm and ſerene, expreſ- 
fing earneſt Deſires rather to die than to live in this 
miſerable World of Sin and Sorrow, as they termed 
it; adding, they were wholly reſign'd to the Will 
of God in all Things. When I mentioned the in- 
expreſſible Joys that were at God's right Hand, and 
the Rivers of Pleaſure that lowed from his Throne, 
James anſwered, ** O, how © ſhall we be to 
<« fee you before that Throne] After ſinging the 
following Verſe, 


Lord, tet our Union here be fweet, 
And grant we all at laſt may meet 
In Heau'n to part no more. 


They ſaid, Lord, grant we may all meet in thy 
« Kingdom of Glory, there never to part.” | 


The Sunday before their Execution, I found them 
very chearful, truſting, as they ſaid, in the Lord, 
and waiting for the great Change. I exhorted them 
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to keep their Hearts ſteadily. fixed on their bleſſed 
Redeemer ; to conſider him who died a ſhameful 
Death upon the Croſs, to purchaſe for Mankind 
Pardon and Salvation; and this would keep them 
from being weary and faint in their Minds. There 
were many People preſent, to whom they declared 
what Peace and Happineſs they felt in their Minds, 
though in ſo dreadful Situation. When Prayer was 
ended, as we were ſinging a Hymn, Dr. Howard 
came to viſit them. He appeared to be exceeding 
angry with me, for having ſuch a Care for their 
precious and immortal Souls. He enquired with an 
audible Voice, who it was that dare invade his 
Office ? I anſwered him, I did. He aſked me who 
gave me Authority ? I told him,. I had Authority 
to come to the Priſoners, from God and Man; and 
deſired he would join with us in comforting them, 
or I would gladly join with him; he would not 
conſent, but immediately quitted the Room. I took 
7 6 and left them to the farther Inſtructions of the 


| How careful ſhould tlioſe be, who profeſs to be 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to keep a Conſcience void of 
_ Offence towards God, and towards all Men; that 
the Miniſtry may not be blamed ! 935 


J was ſorry to find the Priſoners had taken ſo 
much Notice of the Doctor's Behaviour, which, as 
they ſaid, was enough to ſtagger ſuch ignorant Men 
as they, eſpecially in their Situation, adding, they 
believed there was but one God, and one Way to 
Heaven. I ſaid the beſt of Men are but Men; and 
intreated them to look to Jeſus Chriſt, and to copy 

after his Example, then they could never err. 
| ER B When 
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When 1 heard the Dead-warrant was come 
down, I expected to find them a little dejected; on 
the Contrary, I found them more chearful, rejoi- 
cing that they were ſo ſhortly to quit the Stage of 
this Life ; having not the leaſt Fear nor Dread of 
Death. Walter, who was in great Pain in his Legs 
and Feet, ſaid, It would be but a little while, and 
all his Pain and Affliction would be at an End. I 
faid, 'To-morrow by this Time you will both be 
in the Kingdom of Glory. They interrupted me, 
and with ſuch Earneſtneſs replied, + We ſhall be in 
Heaven before this Time. 


I was with them early in the Morning before 
their Execution, and found them more chearful 
than ever I had ſeen them, I aſked them, if they 
ſtill retained the Power over Death and Hell? 
They anſwered, Yes; and with Joy were ready to 
meet Death, though in ſuch a ſhameful Way. 
They ſung now with greater Chearfulneſs than e- 
ver I had obſerved them before. Dr. Howard took 
a deal of Pains, the Morning of their Execution, 
and exhorted them to rely upon Chriſt ; that tho? 
their Sins were never ſo many, his Blood was ſuf- 
ficient to cleanſe them all. I had now the Pleaſure 
of joining with him in Prayer, while he commended 
their Souls into the Hands of the Lord, praying that 
he would ſtrengthen and comfort them in their laſt 
Moments, and receive them to his Kingdom of 
Glory, + 


At the Deſire of the Priſoners, I went with them 
in the Cart to the Place of Execution, wherela, 1 
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had an Opportunity of encouraging and comforting 
them to meet Death with a Chriſtian Reſolu- 
tion. James was ſurprizingly filled with triumphant 
Joy, ſo that he broke out ſinging, The Lord is my 
Shield The Lord is my Strength ! The Lord is my Rocks 
in him will I truſt ! He looked on the Officers, and 
ſaid, © Thefe are to guard my Body; but this does 
© not concern me ; Angels are our Guard, and will 
ſoon carry our Souls to Heaven. One of the Offi- 
cers ſaid, James, how do you do? He anſwered, 
© I never was ſo happy in all my Life; and ſhall 
© ſoon be in Heaven.“ Satan, the grand Enemy of 
Mankind, knowing he had but a ſhort Time, be- 
gan to raiſe a Storm of Doubts and Fears in I/al- 
ters Mind, ſo that when I ſaid, Come, my Brother, 
a few Moments more, and you'll be where the 
Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the Weary are 
at Reſt. He replied, *I hope I ſhall, if it is for 
me.“ I told him, It was Satan put him upon queſ- 
tioning ; for as Chriſt had began a good Work, he 
would certainly accompliſh it: I entreated him till 
to rely upon Chrift's Merits, and not give up his 
Faith or Hope ; nor ſtagger at the Promiſes of 
God, through Unbelief. He ſaid, he did believe, 
and would venture his Soul in Chriſt's Hands. 
James ſaid, * We are now going over a tempeſtuous 
Sea; but we ſhall be ſoon landed in the Port of 
| Reſt. They faid, Our Proſecutors may think 
© they have done us Hurt in bringing us to a ſhameful 
End; but they cannot conceive the Good they 
© have done us; for, if Juſtice had not overtaken us 
© now, we might have committed more Sins, died 
in Ignorance, and ſo have been loſt for ever. 
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As they were tying the Halters over the Gal- 
lows, James ſaid, © It rains.” Yes, ſaid I, the 
Water ſprinkles on your Body. He replied, * The 
Blood of Chriſt ſprinkles upon my Conſcience, 
and waſhes me from all Sin. O, how happy am 
© I! bleſſed be God, that I am come to this Day.” 
Malter fixed his Eyes toward Heaven; the Tears 
ran down his Cheeks, and ſaid, I now ſee the 
* Heavens open, and the Glory of God before me. 
* O how happy am I now !* They both ſaid, 
Their Souls were in Heaven already. | 


As it had been reported, they deſigned to murder 
Farmer Vencent, I defired them now to declare the 
Truth? They ſaid, As they were dying Men, 

they never intended any ſuch Thing. I aſked them 
if they died in perfect Charity with all Mankind? 
jf they freely forgave their He werd eſpecially 
he that turned Evidence? and if they could not on- 
ly forgive them, but now earneſtly pray to the 
Lond for them? They ſaid, They forgave all Man- 
kind, and could earneſtly pray for John Pyto, the 
Evidence. I deſired, if they had any Thing to ſay, 
they would pleaſe to ſpeak to the Multitude, James 
ſaid, © You ſee we die a ſhameful Death; what 
has been amiſs, in us, pray mend in yourſelves.” 
And deſired the People to repent and forſake their 
Sins, aſſuring them they would find Mercy from 
Chriſt, who had beſtowed it on ſuch Sinners as 
they. I then added, as you are in a few Moments 
to appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, I aſk 
ou, in the Preſence of God, and before this great 
Multitude, do you now die in a full, ſure, and cer- 


tain Hope of a joyful Reſurrection to eternal Life, 
| through 
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through Jeſus Chriſt; that your Sins are now par- 
doned, and, as ſoon as the Executioner has done 
his Office, and the Soul flies froru the Body, that 
ou ſhall then be received into the everlaſtii g En- 
joyment of God in Glory. To all they aniwered 


in the Affirmative, and ſaid, Their Conſciences were 


cleanſed from Sin, and that they died trir:nphant. 
They deſired I would pray and commit them to the 
Arms of the Redeemer, which, when ended, they 
embraced each other; and Walter ſaid, My dear 
© Brother, be of good Courage, we ſhall be, in a 
few Moments in the Kingdom of Glory. 


One Thing I have omitted, which, I think, will not 


be improper to inſert : That they rejoiced the Lord 


had not ſuffered them to commit Murder, which they 


was prompted to do by the aforeſaid John Pyto, the 


Evidence, who perſuaded them to go with him to 
murder and rob Philip Carteret Mebb, Eſq; Sollicitor 
of the Treatury, and Member of Parliament for 


Haſlemere in Surry, which they would not conſent 


unto. 


T have now given the Reader a ſhort but plain 
Account of the moſt remarkable Inſtances relating 
to the ſurprizing Work of God's Grace ſo wonder- 
fully beſtowed on two very illiterate, hardned Crea- 
tures. In which I have adhered to Truth with a 
ſcrupulous Exactneſs, and have rather diminiſhed 
than added. In what Light theſe "Things will ap- 
pear, I am not an entire Stranger to: To the na- 
tural Man they may ſeem abſurd, fooliſh, enthu- 
ſiaſtic Notions; and to him be Matter of Scoff and 


Ridicule, for St. Paul tells us, The natural Man re- 


ceiveth nat the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
| 7 5 4 Foolifhneſs 
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Fdoliſpneſi unto him; neither can he know them, becaufe 


they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. And, if 


theſe Things are hid, they are hid to them that are 
loft, in whom Satan, the God of this World, hath 
blinded the Minds of them which believe not, leſt 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is 
the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, 2 Cor. 
iv. 13. Therefore, it is obvious, that the Line of 
natural Men's Reaſon can never fathom the Myſte- _ 


ries of our holy Religion; and Pll venture to af- 


firm their Expreſſions were rational, ſcriptural, and 
every Way agreeable to the true Chriſtian Experi- 
ence. Were they brought to a feeling Senſe of their 


loſt Condition by Nature and Practice, ſo were the 


three Thouſand who cried out under Peter's Ser- 
mon, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? 
This I am perſuaded was the Caſe of the penitent 
Thief on the Croſs, who, under a Senſe of his pe- 
riſhing Condition, entreats a Vins Redeemer to 
have Compaſſion upon him, Lord, remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. Our bleſſed Saviour 
promiſed to ſend the Holy Spirit to convince the 
World of Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judg- 
ment, 7obn xvi. 8. And with Regard to their Re- 


Joicing in the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and in Conſe- 


quence thereof, triumphing over Death, Hell, and 
the Grave, is what we fo frequently find held forth 
to us in holy Writ, Eph. i. 7. In whom we have 
Redemption through his Blood, the Fergiveneſs of 

Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace, 2 Cor. v. 


1. For we know that if our earthly Houſe of this Ta- 
 bernacle were di ſſalued, we have a Building of God, a 


Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 

1 Corxv. 55, 56, 57. O Death! where is thy. 

Sting! O Grave! where is thy Viftory ® The Sting o 
72 
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Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law. 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Victory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. F rom theſe Scriptures it evi- 
dently appears, That thoſe who truly repent, and 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they may obtain a 
true Senſe of the Remiſſion of Sins, and a comforta- 
ble Aſſurance of re Life after Death, here 
beholding, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 


As to theſe extraordinary Expreſſions at the Place of 
Execution, ſuch as their Souls were in Heaven al- 
ready, and ſeeing the Heavens open, and the Glo- 
3 of God, are no wiſe repugnant to divine Truth. 

ur bleſſed Saviour tells us, that where a Man's 
Treaſure is, there will his Heart be alſo. And St. 
Paul tells us, that we ſit together in heavenly Places in 
Chrift Feſus. And the Martyr Stephen looked up ſted- 
faſtly into Heaven, and ſaw the Glory of God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding on the right Hand of God. 


Thus it muſt be granted by every candid Reader, 
that they died the Death of the Righteous. Their 
Death, though ſhameful and ignominious in the 
Sight of Man, yet precious in the Sight of Jeſus, 
who, I am perſuaded, ſent his Angels to conduct 
their departing Souls into the bright, celeſtial King- 
dom of Glory. DES 


We may learn, from the Account they gave, 
how neceſlary it is to ſhun evil Company, and to 
take Solomon's Advice, My Son, i Sinners entice thee, 
conſent thou not; for evil Communication will certainly 
corrupt good Manners. 
| Before 
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Before Jahn Pyto drew them into the Fact, for 
which they juſtly ſuffered, they were made very 
drunk, and then proceeded to bind themſelves by 
profane Oaths; and now, well fortified by the De- 
vil, they commit the Robbery for which they died, 
and declared it was the firſt they ever committed. 


We may obſerve, here is a Complication of Sins. 
To Drunkenneſs is added Swearing ;: and to Swear- 
ing is added Robbery. If we were but to reſiſt the 
Devil, when he makes the firſt Aſſault, we ſhould 
then eſcape falling a Victim to his Snares, our Con- 
ſciences would be preſerved, and-the Spirit of God 
not griev'd. In all Probability had they avoided the 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, they had never fallen into the 
other Evils ; for when Men are deprived of the Uſe 
of their natural Reaſon, they are fit Machines for 
Satan to work on. Drunkenneſs generally being 
the Ring- leader of all Sins; therefore flee from it 
as from a Serpent, Jeſt it ſhould prove deſtructive 
to your Body here, and Ruin to your Soul here- 
after. We may learn from the whole, how neceſ- 
ſary it is to repent and forſake Sin; how willing Je- 
ſus Chriſt is to ſave the vileſt Sinners, that apply to 
him for Pardon and Salvation. Therefore ſeek the 
Lord, while he may be found; call upon him while 
he is near: For now is the accepted Time; now 
is the Day of Salvation. To- day, Sinner, if you 
will hear his Voice, harden not your Heart: Then 
will you die the Death of the Righteous, and your 

lait End, with Regard to the triumphant Victory 
over Death and Hell, be like theirs. | 
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17 had laid afide all Thoughts of publ iſhing 
">r#he following LETTERS ; but as, in ſome 
ee, they confirm the aforeſat Ace- 
. Count, and 5 ab by a Pro under 
he ſame Condemnation, (a Lad about 
jfatern)] and ſent io ie Port the Cells in 
Newgate : They may be of ſingular 
Uſe to > Youth, I now preſent the World 

wich them. He received Sentence 4 
Death in September, i755. for rob- 
bing his Maſter Mr. Raimbault, Clock- 

; ans. fe St. Andrews, St. Giles's. 


Revd. Sir, 


* * & * : ha, - 


Hope you don” Lake | it Fi Nur not letting 

you have an Anſwer, as you required; 
but my having ſo very little Time in which 
can ſpare from Prayer, conſidering my 
Time of Diſſolution draweth near. was 
this Morning thinking of your dear Letter, 
the Comforter of all that think of Repen- 
tance. But when I think to what awful 


Ebbs the Lord has brought on ſuch a 
Wretch 


VER | 


— 


BF + [ 19 ] | | | 
Wretch as I! The Cauſe is my ill ſpent | 
Days has been offenſive to his Eyes, and \ "8 
utter Ruin to my Soul! O could I have 
thought there was a God ; no. Or would I 
have ſuffered myſelf to be brought. to thoſe 
Cells of Darkncls, and to receive a Sen- 
tence, the Sound thereof makes the very Soul. 
fly from its Baſis, as Stars ſhooting from their 
Vertex, and, by that Sentence aforeſaid, 
brought, as one may properly call it, to Hell | 
upon Earth for Darkneſs and Look, and con- 'Y 
fin'd in thoſe Manſions of Darkneſz twenty- + 
two Hours in a Day, there to repent of my. 11 
Sins: *Tis now I call on the Almighty, and 
think the Day runneth away too faſt, conſi- " 
dering the Burden of my Sins, though I amy; 
confin'd to a Cell, whoſe Square is not two 
Yards, and more offenſive than Tophet, be- 
ſides what a filthy Tapeſtry of plated Iron 
ſurround the Walls, whoſe Blackneſs ſhocks 
my Conſcience, and makes me think on that 
great Day, when all Mankind is judged. 
Tis then I fear, leſt my Peace ſhould not be 
made with God, and there receive his Sen- . 
tence, O could I conceive with myſelf the .. 
Difference of Sentences, which I believe as = 
this, the one is only to depart this World by _ 
an ignominious Death, but I do not run 15 | 1 
nightly over the other, but conſider with- 
in myſelf, if to utter Darkneſs I am com- 
EY: — mitted, 


22 RY * a 
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mitted, there to be buffeted by Satan and 
his Fiends, and there threw into everlaſt- 
mg Damnation. But ſtill, if we believe the 
Epiſtle of Paul to the Romans, he bids us not 
deſpair of God's Mercy, in theſe Words, that 
thou halt confeſs with thy Mouth theLord Feſus, 
and ſhalt believe in thine Heart, that God hath 

rais'd bim from the Dead, thou ſhall be ſaved. 
I your Goodneſs will define that Text, by 
your Anſwer, how much I have to rely on 
the Promiſe of the Apoſtle, I ſhall be bound 
to pray for you as much for that as the Cau- 
tion you gave me to make no Confeſſion“; 
for I can't ſay but it put me in Mind of ſome 
Words that had been dropt, but now, I ſhall 
take Care, that the Confeſſions I make, 
ſhall be to God and myſelf, being I am no 
* and need no Prieſt for Confeſſion of 
lution; but I put my Truſt in the Lord, 
45 0 Kom hi him I hope for Forgiveneſs. _ 
Dear Sir, you can't conceive the Trouble 
Ihave been in theſe two or three Days paſt ; 
what with bad News I hear, and the Trou- 
bles of myMind, have ſuch an Impreſſion on 
me, that it ſinks me almoſt into the Grave; 
and I don't doubt but the long Confinement 
adds greatly to my Weakneſs. If I had a 
ſure 'orgiveneſs of God, it would be more 


Plea- 

To the Ordinary. | 

t 1 hearing the Diſtreſs his a was in concerning 
um, 


L 211. 
Pleaſure to die, than to Iive in this World 
of Tribulation and Sorrow. But thus to 
conclude with my hearty Thanks for the Ad- 
vice you gave me. Remember me to all 
Friends, and beſt Wiſhes of a dying Perſo on, 
not forgetting you, my Father, Which is the 
propereſt Name I can call you, copiigering, 
your Goodneſs to 


Your dying Friend, 
Cells in Newgate, 


wh "4, 755. 
| Janes BILLION. . 


P. S. Pleaſe t he me Have an Anſwer! as ſoon 

\ as convenient you can, it being the-great- 
eſt Pleaſure I have to read over the Letter; 

I ſhall have much more, when I have an 
Anſwer to the Text, how much de ought” 

- to truſt in the Lord. And, if you can 

be of any Help. of ſaving my Life, don't 

let any Opportunity ſlip, and I can but 
recommend my Prayers the longeſt Day | 

1 have to live. | | 


* E fr BB S 


Dear Sir. 


HAVE read your Letter, and if any- 

Thing could make me prepare myſelf for 
Death, it would be your Inſtructions which 
vou 


„ 


you gave me, as to ſeveral Points of the 
Scripture, which was unknown to me, tho? 
I have looked over the Scripture, but I find 
at ſuch a Rate, that I did not conſider how 
the Lord expreſſes himſelf to ſuch as \ fo 
call upon him faithfully ; but the deep E OX 
3 of your Letter has put more in my 
ind than any one could expect; tho” I did 
all that laid in my Power to prepare myſelf 
for Death, yet reading your dear Letter 
has put double the Strength in me for Prayer. 
O may the Lord hearken to my Prayer and 
grant me Salvation thro' his holy Spirit, that 
I may be able to forgive every one this Side 
of the. Grave, even thoſe that proſecuted me 
unto Death: for we have the Example of 
our Saviour; for as he ſaid, when he was led 
away to be crucified; _ to his Proſecutors, 
Father forgive them, Sc., And again, we 
have St. Stephen, who breathed out theſe 
charitable Words to them that. ſtoned him, 
Lord, lay not this Sin to their Charge. I 
do not ſo much fix upon theſe Words for my 
Proſecutors, as for J--—e H———b, who 


was the onlyInſtrument of by being under the 
unhappy Condemnation as I am, but the 
Lord forgive him, as I do, for his bleſſed 
Will be done; for the Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the, Name of 
our Lord; and if by his bleſſed ell 8 
ou 


L 23 1 
ſhould be made a Partaker ef his Kingdom, 
which, cannot be done without a thorough 
Remiſſion of my Sins, Which, with che Bleſſt 
ing. of God, and your valuable Inſtructions, 
I hope I ſhall prepare, myſelf_againſt- that 
Day when I thall ſuddenly Hade as — 2 Graſs, 
which groweth green in the Morning, and 
in the Evening is cut down: dried up and 
withered: But it is not that ſhocks me, but 
to think the Infamy I bring upon my Rela- 


tions by my ignominious Death. Vou know 


I have not many Hours, if it be the Lord's 

bleſſed Will, before I ſhall find out that 
great Secret: But as you told me there was 
Room for me to take, Comfort, and I think 
there may be great Comfort taken from the 

Pſalmiſt, who ſays, Behold the Eye of the 
| Lord is upon them that fear him, and upon them 
that put their Truſt in his Mercy, to deliver 
their Souls from- Death, and to feed them in the 


Time of Death. O what Comfort i Is in your 


Eu, of Faith in Chriſt. — 2 


| 0 ye defpairing Sinners, come, 
And truſt upon the Lord; 
- My Soul obeys the "Almighty Call, Ge. 


I would believe thy Promiſe, Lord, 
O help my unbelief, &c. I. think "EY 


is great Comfort to be taken from theſe 
Words. ah 


Ican 
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Lein but think of your Words in your 
feſt Letter, that the Orditiany ' knows brit 
fittleoftheWorth of immertal Souls, and I be. 
keve it; I have not ſeen him theſe four Days. O 
when I think of the Cruelty of ſuch Perſons, 
chat will not comfort the afflicted, nor let 
others come to do it; but I believe it is only 
4 Ceremony that he adminiſters any Doe- 
tine . 

1 hope the Lord will give: me Strength; 
that” I may have a right Senſe of my paſt 
Follies, which, with his Bleſſing, I hope I 
Mall compaſs, through the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt. So I conclude, with the beſt Rez 
ſpects, as a dying Perſon can wifh; to all 
Friends; with my hearty Thanks to all 
them that take the Trouble to pray for me. 
The Lord make them happy Partakers of his 

N . And, dear Sir, I remain 
n Your dying Friends 
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Fer ſo I muſt call you, after having re- 


ceived ſuch godly Inſtructions from you, 
which, 


1251 
which, at preſent is of ſingular Service to me 
in my preſent Condition, and ſuits me much 
more than I could expect. I never was more 
ſhock d, than when I heard the Uſage you 
receiv'd upon my Account : but I hope you 
don't take it ill on my Side, for it was one 
of the laſt Things I ſhould have thought of, 
to have had the Perſon that has been of ſuch 
ſingular Service to me, as in ſome Meaſure 
may be of ſaving my Soul alive, where if it 
pleaſes the Lord, I ſhall climb to the celeſtial 
City, where nothing but the Harmony of 
Saints, and the Face of the Lord God Fi, 
mighty to accompany thoſe that have the 

3 to reach the Top of thoſe high 
Mountains of Labou r, and to walk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, to be — 
fitting Servants of the Lord, and before they 
ſhalt come to the Judgment - Seat, and their 
Anſwer for all the Crimes done of this Side 
of the Grave. *Tis a Folly to trouble you 
with this Dialect, yet I hope tho? you can't 
core yourſelf, pray let me hear from you as 
often as poſſible; and pray ſend thoſe Books 
of godly Inſtruction which you promiſed me. 
My Stay is but ſhort in this World, Pray 
don't forget me in your Prayers; this is all 
; from your dying Friend, and Humble and 
Obedien. Kn, g 


Calls in Nemgae, | 
Sept. 17, 1755. 


D James BILLION. 


( *% » ] MN 
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3 W. N. T. n . 
Dear Sir, ee 
SQ C20 {ICID 1 cont bqyuig:: 
AM very ſorry if I have done anything to 
diſoblige you, as your long Silence gives 
me Reaſon to fear; I am greatly concern'd, 
leſt your Love and Affection are any ways 
abated : I don't doubt but you have other 
Things to think of befides me. But I, the 
unhappy Son of my unhappy Parents; made 
more unhappy by my own Traſgreſſions, 
do here, in all Humility and Contrition of 
Heart, acknowledge myſelf a: moſt miſerable 
Object, who am only left to ſuffer. what juſt 
Juſtice has laid upon me: Yet God's Mercy 
is no leſs infinite than his Juſtice, and far 
more infinite than my Sins, and has promiſed 
Life to all Believers; but why do I thus flatter 
myſelf with vain Hopes of Mercy, tho! it is 
the Beginning of ſome Mercy, and an Ear- 
neſt, I hope, of more, O Lord, that thou 
haſt made me ſenſible of my Offences, and 
that thou haſt wrought in me a Reſolution 
to forſake them, and to cleave to a godly, 
righteous and ſober Life: Aſſiſt me, O God, 
to manifeſt the Sincerity and Uprightneſs of 
my Soul in theſe Reſolutions, as much as 1 
am able, by giving thee eto 


L 27 ] 

the Hand of Juſtice. has overtaken and laid 
Hold 'of nie, and put a Stop to. the further 

Miſchiefs which I might have committed: 
And I in — F by earneſt Admonitions to 
take War ring by 25 Example, to ceaſe to 


do Evil, and learn to do well. O God, that 
I could glorify Thee a little in my latter 
End, in this Manner, till I come to receive 
my deſerved Puniſhment ;: help me to ſpend 
my Time in bewailing my Sins, in humbling 
myſelf before thee for them, in ſetting my 
Heart againſt them, in ſtudying and admi- 
ting with the greateſt Affection the holy Life 
of the Lord Jeſus, in calling other Offenders 
to Repentance, and exhorting them thereby 

ive thee Glory; grant me Grace I be- 
leech thee, and enable me thus to employ 
myſelf that I may have ſome ſure Token of 
thy Mercy, and the Fear of Death may. be 
abated, by ſome Hope that when my Soul 
hall be parted' from the Body, thou, O bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, wilt receive it, though ſo unwor- 
thy, into thy heavenly Manſions, which 
God grant, is the ſincere and earneſt Deſire 
of ſo miſerable and unhappy a en as 


| Your dying Friend, 3 

Cells in Newgate, . 5 

Oct. 16, 1755. 1 9 
opts James BILLION. 
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HYMN 7. 


I Hm! fooliſh World, forbear 
Thine unavailing Pain, 
Nor needleſsly declare 

| Our Hope and Labour vain : 

Tell us no more, We cannot know _ 
On Earth the heav'nly Powers, 

Or taſte the glorious Bliſs below, 
Or feel, that Gop is ours. 


a So ignorant of Gov, 
In Sin brough ry e and 2 
| Ver Dada ng. be not ſo 
Suſpend your idle N 1205 
For Us who have receiv'd our Sight 
Ye fain would Judges be, 
And make us think, there is no Light, 
Becauſe you cannot ſee. 


The fame in your Eſteem, 
*a}ſhood and Truth ye join, 


F291] 


eaten = E 


eres 1 


No Difference You * 1 0 Se 1 | 
For Colours all, full well we 8 1 } 
Are equal.to the Blind. f 1 1 

4 | Wherefore from Us dep; ag 1 
And to each other t 1 45 
We cannot on our N ; 93 4 


The written Pardon feel:“ 


A Stranger to the Living Bread 
Ye may beguile, and cheat, = 
But Us you never can perſuade, 14 
That Honey i: is not t ſweet. 14 
Sung at the Rs N F4 | 
J Ehold our Brethren's happy Sauls | 


To Paradiſe are gone; 
Are gone where endleſs Pleaſures call, 
To ſhare our Saviour's Throne. 5 


2 All Tears are wiped from their Eyes, 
And they, from Sin releas'd, 


Caught up to God above the Skies, 
Where wearied Spirits reſt. | 
| 3 They ; 


a \ 4 (4 4 ns ie er et I N 
a . - 


1 50 3 . 
3 They mourn . State n 
Thee or 5 dr wok ; Ps 
In Jeſu 8 Sees < en 15 


4 Soon ſhall their Bodies glorious iſe.” 
And like our Saviour's ſhine ; 

Be number'd with the Juſt and Wife, A 
In Majeſt divine. s C3 


ee, 
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HYMN It 
 Anather, * en nat 3 buf 


Eath is a Dm 84 ev ry m, 

A Balm for ey'ry Wound : 

How nk how undifturb'd, how ſtill 
Men reſt beneath the rouge | 


2 When ſhall I lay my weary Head, : 

In Silence in the n 4 4 a 

And ſleep ſecure among the Dead. 
And no more Sorrows have # | F145 


+. * 393 


3 Oh! * a Pleakmne * tis to die! 


How fweet to yield our Breath „ 5 
Life is a mortal Malady, 1.1, Ra 
Whoſe only Cure is Death. BS ade. 

7 ta | ; 4 Yet 


$41 1 
4 Yet make me willing, Lord, to ſtay 
Till thou doſt call me hence; 
Then chearfully thy Voice obey, 
And put off Fleſh and Senſe. 


5 How am I ſtraitned betwixt two; 
I know not which to chooſe: ; 
Dear Saviour, teach me which to da, | 

Teach me which to refuſe. ; 
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